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HAPPY HANUKKAH!

Sunday evening, December 14, marked the beginning of this year’s
Hanukkah celebration, an eight-day commemoration of resilience, survival,
and freedom of religion. It is a prominent Jewish holiday, observed around
the world.

As Elizabeth Harris-Sawczenko explains, Hanukkah'’s origin lies in the
rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem by the Jewish people
in 164 BCE, after its defilement by the Syrian Greeks. The
Temple was rededicated by lighting the eight-branched
candelabra (or Menorah in Hebrew). The miracle of
Hannukah is that when the Maccabees (Jewish resistance
fighters) entered the desecrated temple, they found within it
only one vial of oil, insufficient to keep the Menorah alight
for more than a short time. But that one little vial of oil
burnt brightly for eight days, until more sacred oil could
be found.

To celebrate the miracle, Jews today observe a “Festival of
Lights™ lighting the menorah for eight nights, one extra
candle each night. The Talmud, the Jewish text from which
the majority of Jewish religious law is derived, teaches us to
light our menorah in a place where it can be easily seen.
This is a gesture to the world: for all that we have endured
we celebrate our Jewishness.

As the days of Hanukkah continue, | wish all who observe a jubilant and
nourishing festival of lights.

Hanukkah sameach!
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