SE

9 A message from

30l THE PRESIDENT

2025 NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

September 15 marks the beginning of National Hispanic Heritage Month, a time to
celebrate the vital, vibrant Hispanic/Latino communities across America and their
invaluable contributions to the political, economic, social, and cultural life of the country.

According to the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Latino, NHHM “began
as a week-long celebration in 1968 under President Johnson and was expanded to a
month by President Reagan 20 years later in 1988.” As the Library of Congress

explains: “September 15 is significant because it is the anniversary of independence for
Latin American countries Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua.
In addition, Mexico and Chile celebrate their independence days on September 16 and
September 18, respectively. Also, Columbus Day or Dia de la Raza, which is October 12,
falls within this 30-day period.”

Hostos is a proud Hispanic-Serving Institution (HSI), an accredited, degree-granting,
public or private nonprofit institution of higher education with 25% or higher total Hispanic
or Latino undergraduate population. Currently, 47% of the College’s student population is
Latino.

Hispanic and Latino leaders, activists and educators figured prominently in the creation of
Hostos. We are delighted to take part in NHHM and to reaffirm our appreciation for and
support of our Hispanic and Latino students — especially important, we believe, in age in
which such heritage is increasingly the target of racist attacks.

Here, we have only love and the deepest respect for the Hispanic and Latino members of
the Hostos Family. And so we proclaim:

jFeliz Mes de la Herencia Hispana!
Sincerely,

Daisy Cocco De Filippis, Ph.D.
President
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