
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

2026 BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

February is Black History Month, a time to honor the contributions made by 
Black Americans over the course of our nation’s history. Every discipline 
imaginable – the arts, the sciences, philosophy and religion, the world of 
industry as well as the world of government – has benefited enormously from 
their genius. Black History Month gives us the opportunity to acknowledge 
and celebrate a glorious cornucopia of accomplishments so often left out of 
history books. 

That sterling record of achievement came at a fearsome price. As we 
celebrate Black History Month at Hostos, we recognize the unstinting 
courage and determination Black Americans have demonstrated – and 
continue to demonstrate – year after year, decade after decade, century 
after century, to enjoy “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” Much 
progress has been made; much more remains to be made. It is only when all 
the citizens of this beautiful, flawed country enjoy equal rights that those 
often-quoted words from the Preamble to the Declaration of Independence 
will truly be realized. As Fannie Lou Hamer, Civil Rights leader and activist, 
so succinctly phrased it: “Nobody's free until everybody's free.” 

May the song of freedom sound in all our hearts! 

Sincerely, 

Daisy Cocco De Filippis, Ph.D. 
President 
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