oI THE PRESIDENT

2026 PRESIDENTS DAY!

The third Monday in February has been designated in most of the United States as
Presidents Day. We pause to acknowledge and celebrate one of the most
important roles in the free world: the leader of the United States.

It calls for the best a person can offer. It calls for selflessness and the willingness
to place the fortunes of the people over personal interest. It is a terribly difficult job,
without a doubt, and the power the President wields can be a force for great good
— or for its opposite. We have seen both in recent times. (As Abraham Lincoln
once wisely observed: “Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a
man’s character, give him power.”)

While we may heartily disagree with the actions of an individual president, we
revere the office and the system of government the president in question
represents. This is a flawed but remarkable country, the embodiment of a set of
principles, and melding the ideals of the nation’s founders with messy reality is no
easy task.

That task is one of the duties the President is given. It is why so much is expected
of whoever inhabits the White House: that person has the capability to help realize
or to indefinitely delay the better, “more perfect Union” mentioned in the Preamble
to the U.S. Constitution. The President is, for a time, the caretaker of our dreams.

May the men (and, one day soon, the women!) who hold the nation’s fate in their
hands always choose to realize our brightest dreams — and not our murkiest
nightmares.

Sincerely,

Daisy Cocco De Filippis, Ph.D.
President
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