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3/l THE PRESIDENT

FEBRUARY IS DOMINICAN HERITAGE MONTH!

Hostos is delighted to celebrate the culture, history, and achievements of all
who were born in the Dominican Republic or whose lives and work were
indelibly shaped by their experiences there.

The College has deep and lasting ties to the Dominican Republic. Eugenio
Maria de Hostos, from whom we draw our name and inspiration, played a
major role in shaping the Dominican Republic’s educational system and is
buried in Santo Domingo. Many faculty members and students, past and
present, have come from the Dominican Republic or trace their roots there.

The richness of the Dominican experience has had a positive impact on life
everywhere. | am reminded of Frank Baez’s poem “Nocturno” (“Nocturne”):

De este lado del malecdon se distinguen
las luces de los edificios y los faroles de la costa
como si fuesen barcos.

A veces un barco mercantil o un crucero sale
del puerto con todas sus luces prendidas
y atraviesa el mar.

Entonces uno imagina que las luces parpadeantes
de la costa también se transforman en barcos

y que las casas y edificios se desplazan por el mar
y que Santo Domingo entero se echa a navegar.

(From this side of the jetty you can make out
each light from a building or a streetlamp

as if they were boats.

Occasionally a freighter or a cruise ship leaves
the port with all of its lights glowing

and heads out across the sea.



And then you imagine those flickering

coastal lights also transforming into ships

and the houses and buildings begin to unmoor
and all of Santo Domingo sets sail.)

The Dominican Republic holds a special place in my heart. Born in Santo
Domingo, | spent a good portion of my childhood there. And so, with a joyful

spirit, | take pleasure and pride in wishing you all Happy Dominican Heritage
Month!

Sincerely,

Daisy Cocco De Filippis, Ph.D.
President
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