
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

HAPPY 58TH ANNIVERSARY, HOSTOS! 

On this date in 1968, Hostos Community College officially came into being. 
Founded in the tempestuous 1960s, Hostos spoke to the urgent demand for 
quality higher education in the Bronx. Puerto Rican educators, elected 
officials, activists, and community leaders joined together...and Hostos was 
born. Its doors were open to all who wished to transform their lives and the 
lives of their loved ones through the power of education. Almost sixty years 
later, those doors are still open. 

It hasn’t always been easy. In the mid-1970s, the College was slated to be 
shut down due to NYC’s financial crisis. Once again, the communities of the 
South Bronx rallied to the cause, and the voice of the people was heard. 
Hostos remained open. 

Since then, we have moved from strength to strength, weathering the good 
and the bad, sustained by our belief in the writings and example of Don 
Eugenio María de Hostos (1839-1903), the trailblazing Puerto Rican 
educator, writer, and advocate for human rights and universal education. We 
proudly bear his name and strive to live up to and fulfill his goals. This has 
been our task for over five decades. It has also been our joy – and it remains 
so. 

Happy anniversary, Eugenio María de Hostos Community College! 

In celebration, 

Daisy Cocco De Filippis, Ph.D. 
President 
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