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2SSl THE PRESIDENT

Happy Birthday, Don Eugenio Maria de Hostos!

January 11 is one of the most special days on the Hostos calendar. It marks the
anniversary of the birth of the man whose name the College bears: Eugenio Maria de
Hostos.

A pioneering educator, activist, patriot, poet, philosopher and sociologist, Don Eugenio
was born on January 11, 1839, in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico. Before his death on August 11,
1903, in Santo Domingo, he traveled extensively and labored unceasingly for the rights of
men and women around the world.

As the Library of Congress describes his activities, in 1870 Don Eugenio commenced a
four-year journey through Latin America in service of

the abolition of slavery and a federation of Antillean nations.
His championing of maltreated Chinese laborers in Peru
helped change public opinion as did his hostility toward the
Oruro railway project. His writings in Chile helped women
gain admittance to professional schools and his advocacy of
a trans-Andean railway in Argentina resulted in its first
locomotive being named after him. From 1875 to 1888 he
devoted his energies to reforming the educational systems in
both the Dominican Republic and in Chile.

We also note — in an era of increasingly belligerent foreign policy — his passionate belief
in the sovereignty and right to self-determination of nations.

For all these reasons and more, the College proudly bears his name. His lifelong
commitment to educational equity and justice forms the bedrock principles that led to the
founding of Hostos Community College in 1968.

The anniversary of his birth provides us with the opportunity to once again salute the man
who remains a continuing source of inspiration and motivation. Happy Birthday, Don
Eugenio Maria de Hostos! You live eternally in our heart, minds, and teaching.

Sincerely,
Daisy Cocco De Filippis, Ph.D.

President
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