
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 

 
  
 

HOSTOS NAMES DR. ALTHEA J. STERLING AS NEW VICE 
PRESIDENT OF STUDENT DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT 

Hostos Community College is pleased to announce Dr. Althea J. Sterling has 
been appointed Vice President of Student Development and Enrollment 
Management (SDEM), a position she has been occupying on an interim 
basis since October 2024. During that time, Dr. Sterling performed 
exceptionally well, providing the stability, leadership, and seamless transition 
needed for SDEM to continue to succeed following the departure of her 
predecessor, and she helped to propel a 9% increase in continuing student 
enrollment by implementing effective data-driven retention strategies and 
student engagement initiatives. 

“I am delighted to formalize Dr. Sterling’s position as VP of SDEM, a key 
administrative role in the college, where she has already been delivering 
wonderful results in enrolling students and supporting them in their academic 
journeys to ensure their success,” said Hostos President Daisy Cocco De 
Filippis. “Dr. Sterling brings so much experience and dedication to the job, 
and also genuine grace and compassion that make her an exceptional 
leader. We are so fortunate to have her lending her efforts and skills to the 
“manos a la obra - all hands on deck” ethos that drives us as we work to 
fulfill the mission of the College.” 



 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Prior to her role as Interim Vice President of SDEM, Dr. Sterling served as 
the Associate Dean of Student Development at the College from September 
2022 to October 2024. During this time she helped develop a successful 
enrollment management plan, which achieved the highest enrollment growth 
percentage in CUNY, secured a $150,000 grant to develop a peer mentoring 
program, and revamped the student appeals process to increase access to 
financial aid. Notably, in May 2023, CUNY awarded Dr. Sterling the title of a 
“CUNY Rising Star” for her exceptional leadership and innovation. 

Before arriving at Hostos, Dr. Sterling served as Associate Vice President of 
Enrollment Management and Student Experience at the University of 
Maryland Eastern Shore (UMES), and as the Assistant Dean for Student 
Services at Touro Law Center. 

Dr. Sterling also previously served at two other CUNY institutions: first, at the 
Borough of Manhattan Community College where she served as Assistant 
Director of Testing, and later at Brooklyn College as the Director of 
Academic Testing. 

“I am honored to have been selected for this role, and am excited to work 
alongside our dedicated faculty, staff, and students to strengthen pathways 
to enrollment, enhance student engagement, and ensure that every learner 
who walks through our doors is equipped to thrive—academically, 
personally, and professionally. Hostos is a family with a full heart whose 
tireless work to uplift students is well known across New York and beyond. 
I cannot help but be inspired and motivated every day by the dedication of 
the entire College community, and am proud to support President Cocco De 
Filippis in driving socioeconomic mobility in the South Bronx,” said 
Dr. Sterling. 
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