
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM: JOE CONZO, SR. 

The peace of a tranquil April afternoon was broken with some terribly sad 
news: Joe Conzo, Sr., a cherished friend of Hostos, passed away last night. 

Joe Conzo, Sr. was a walking encyclopedia of Latin music – a historian, 
record producer, lecturer on jazz at Lincoln Center and the Smithsonian, 
among other institutions, including Hostos, where he taught continuing 
education courses on Latin music and Latin Jazz. He had a lengthy artistic 
and personal relationship with the late Tito Puente, a towering figure in Latin 
and world music; he served as his publicist and authored, with David A. 
Pérez, the book Mambo Diablo: My Journey with Tito Puente, which was 
published in 2012. 

Mr. Conzo established the Tito Puente Legacy Exhibit at Hostos and 
possessed one of the largest Latin music collections in existence, which 
includes works by Puente and many, many others. 

He was a font of wisdom, musical and otherwise, and a beloved figure in the 
Bronx – and indeed, in every world he touched. He will be sorely missed, 
and all at Hostos send our deepest sympathies to his son, Joe Conzo, Jr., 
a noted photographer, other family members, friends, and colleagues. 

I will share more information as it becomes available. 

In sorrow, 

Daisy Cocco De Filippis, Ph.D. 
President 
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