|
8L

?;qi,\‘f

2SSl THE PRESIDENT

INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY

January 27 marks International Holocaust Remembrance Day.

We pause to remember the six million Jewish men, women and children who
were murdered by Nazi Germany before and during the Second World War,
and the millions of others who also lost their lives to Hitler's genocide.

On January 27, 1945, Auschwitz — a Nazi concentration camp in Poland —
was liberated by the Red Army. Other camps were liberated by American
and British troops as the war drew to a close, and the facts of the systematic
destruction of millions reached a shocked and sickened world.

The United Nations website states that International Holocaust
Remembrance Day “is a global reminder of the dangers of hatred, bigotry and
antisemitism. The Day is a call to remember, reflect and take action to ensure
such atrocities never happen again.”

The message is clear: hatred, bigotry and antisemitism remain active, but so
does the desire to thoroughly reject them. Those who wish to destroy always
demonize “the other” — someone with a different skin color or religion or set of
political beliefs. The truth is, for all our glorious diversity, there is no “other.” The
only race is the human race. We are all beings who deserve to be treated with
love and respect.

On International Holocaust Remembrance Day, we reaffirm our commitment
to justice and peace around the globe, and mourn for the souls who were so
tragically deprived of their inherent right to a peaceful existence.

In sorrow for the past, with hope for the future,
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