
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

NOVEMBER IS PUERTO RICAN HERITAGE MONTH! 

Hostos has long cherished its relationship with Puerto Rico. It is the first 
college in America to be named after a Puerto Rican – our beloved Eugenio 
María de Hostos, the visionary philosopher, sociologist, poet, academic, and 
civil rights champion. Many of the institution’s founders were Puerto Rican or 
of Puerto Rican heritage, as are many of our faculty and students past and 
present. 

That heritage will be honored across the nation throughout the month. 
Hostos is once again delighted to celebrate the vast contributions made to 
American life, arts, and sciences by its Puerto Rican citizens, and we look 
forward to a variety of events and activities here on campus and elsewhere. 

We are proud to lift our voices in praise of La Isla del Encanto and the many 
gifts it has given to us all, gifts that continue to inspire and lift hearts in every 
land they reach. 

Sandra Maria Esteves is one of the major figures of the Nuyorican Poetry 
Movement. She describes her journey in “Autobiography of a Nuyorican.” 
Perhaps it’ll strike a chord with you. 

for Lela 
Half blue, feet first 
she battled into the world. 
Hardly surviving the blood cord twice wrapped, 
tense around her neck. Hanging. 
Womb pressing, pushing, 
pulling life from mother’s child. 
Fragile flesh emerging perfect in blueness, 
like the lifeline that sustained her, 
yet limp, almost a corpse. 

Her mother claims the virgin interceded. 
Invoked through divine promise, in prayer, 
that caused her dark eyes to open, 
her tongue to taste air like fire, 
as the blueness faded, 
tracing death on the tail of eclipse. 



  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                     
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

And as in birth from her darkness, 
the free-giving sun inched slow to visibility, 
revealing all color and form, 
a great teacher, generous and awesome, 
silent and reverent, loud and blasphemous, 
constant, 
sculpting edges of definition 
in the shadow and light of multiple universes. 

Half blue, feet first 
she battled her way. 
The world did not want another brown, 
another slant-eyed-olive-indian-black-child. 
Did not want another rainbow empowered song 
added to repertoire in blue, 
or azure, or indigo, 
or caribbean crystal.
 Did not want another mouth to feed, 
especially another rock-the-boat poet, 
another voice opened wide, 
fixed on a global spectrum of defiance. 

The meaning of war defined her. Gasping and innocent, 
before she knew her mother, 
before she discovered herself, barely alive, 
gathering weapons into her being with each breath that filled her, 
growing stronger, 
determined 
to beat all the odds. 

Happy Puerto Rican Heritage Month! 

Sincerely, 

Daisy Cocco De Filippis, Ph.D. 
President 
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